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SUBJECT: REPORT OF THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL PREPARATORY MEETING, 
ROME, MAY 9-13, 1977 

REE: ROME 7950, ROME 8076 

1. EMBASSY IS TRANSMITTING THE EINAL ADDENDA, NOS. 9 AND 
10, OF THE DRAFT REPORT OF THE PREPARATORY MEETING OF THE 
WORLD EOOD COUNCIL. NO. 10 SHOULD BE READ WITH CARE. 

IT ALSO GIVES US A REPRIEVE ON THE SUBMISSION OF AMENDMENTS 
UNTIL MONDAY, MAY 23, 1977. 

2. TEXT OF WFC/L.I9/ADD.9 ON DATE AND PLACE OF FOURTH SESSION 
IS AS FOLLOWS. BEGIN TEXT: 

THE MEETING CONSIDERED A LETTER FROM THE EMBASSY OF THE 
SUDAN IN ROME TO THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR IN WHICH THE 
GOVERNMENT OE THE SUDAN INVITED THE COUNCIL TO HOLD ITS FOURTH 
MINISTERIAL SESSION IN KHARTOUM. ON A PROPOSAL FROM THE ACTING 
PRESIDENT (WEC/L.18), THE MEETING ADOPTED WITHOUT OBJECTION 
THE FOLLOWING DECISION: 
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"THE PREPARATORY MEETING TAKES NOTE OF THE OFFER OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OE THE SUDAN TO HOST THE FOURTH MINISTERIAL SESSION 
FO THE COUNCIL IN KHARTOUM AND SUBMITS IT TO THE MINISTERIAL 
SESSION EOR CONSIDERATION IN CONNEXION WITH THE DECISION ON 
THE DATE AND PLACE OF THE FOURTH SESSION." END TEXT 
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3. TEXT OF WFC/L. 19/ADD. 10 ON ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE 
PREPARATORY MEETING IS AS FOLLOWS: BEGIN TEXT: 

105. AT ITS SITTING ON 13 MAY 1977, THE PREPARATORY MEETING, 

ADOPTING THE STRUCTURE PREVIOUSLY AGREED TO FOR THE COUNCIL'S 
REPORTS (SEE WFC/L.17, PARA. 6) DECIDED AS FOLLOWS: 

"THE RAPPORTEUR'S DRAFTS OF THE NARRATIVE ARE CIRCULATED. 

ANY DELEGATION MAY SUBMIT AMENDMENTS TO THESE DRAFTS. THESE 
ARE FULLY INCLUDED AS THEY RELATE TO A SPECIFIC POSITION OF 
ANY MEMBER COUNTRY. THEY ARE INSERTED AS SUCH. IF THEY ARE 
MORE GENERAL THEY ARE FUSED WITH SIMILAR STATEMENTS OF OTHER 
MEMBERS. 

THE REPORT IS THEN FINALIZED BY THE RAPPORTEUR WITH THE 
HELP OF THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL SECRETARIAT AND THEN IS 
SUBMITTED BY THE RAPPORTEUR ON HIS OWN AUTHORITY. 

DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS ARE SUBMITTED TO THE PREPARATORY 
MEETING FOR A DECISION ON WHETHER THESE SHOULD BE 
TRANSMITTED TO THE MANILA MEETING AS A SUITABLE FIRST DRAFT 
FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF THE COUNCIL. ACCEPTANCE OF A DRAFT 
BY THE PREPARATORY MEETING DOES NOT COMMIT ANY MEMBER OF THE 
COUNCIL AT THIS LEVEL TO THE CONTENTS OF THAT DRAFT. SQUARE 
BRACKETS IN A DRAFT INDICATE WHERE THERE WAS NOT AGREEMENT AMONG 
MEMBERS OF THE MEETING. THE DECISION OF THE PREPARATORY 
MEETING IS LIMITED TO THE DECISION ON TRANSMITTAL. 

THE CLOSING DATE FOR THE SUBMISSION OF AMENDMENTS BY 
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MEMBER COUNTRIES TO THE NARRATIVE REPORT IS 23 MAY 1977." 

106. FOLLOWING THIS DECISION, THE DELEGATION OF FRANCE PROPOSED 
THAT THE MEETING SHOULD DECIDE THAT BECAUSE OF THE LACK 

OF NECESSARY TIME FOR A DEBATE IN DEPTH ON THE SEVEN RAPPORTEUR'S 
DRAFTS, THESE SHOULD ALSO BE SUBMITTED BY THE RAPPORTEUR ON 
HIS RESPONSIBILITY TO THE COUNCIL SESSION AT THE MINISTERIAL 
AND PLENIPOTENTIARY LEVEL IN MANILA. 

107. THE DELEGATION OF THE SOVIET UNION SUPPORTED THIS 
PROPOSAL. 

108. AFTER DISCUSSIONS AT THE MEETING, THE DELEGATION OF FRANCE 
AGREED NOT TO PRESS THIS FORMAL PROPOSAL BUT REQUESTED THAT ITS 
POSITION BE RECORDED AS FOLLOWS: 

"THE DELEGATION OF FRANCE CONSIDERS THAT THE DRAFT 
RECOMMENDATIONS DRAWN UP BY THE RAPPORTEUR AND HIS 
FRIENDS AND TRANSMITTED TO THE MINISTERIAL MEETING, HAVE 
THE STATUS OF WORKING DOCUMENTS WHICH DO NOT COMMIT THE 
GOVERNMENTS REPRESENTED AT THE PREPARATORY MEETING." 
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109. THE DELEGATION OE THE SOVIET UNION REQUESTED THAT ITS 
POSITION BE RECORDED SIMILARLY. 

1 10. THE SEVEN DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS, AS AMENDED IN THE COURSE 
OF DISCUSSION, ARE INCLUDED IN PART 1 OF THIS REPORT. 

111. THE UNITED KINGDOM, ON BEHALF OF THE EEC MEMBERS OF THE 
COUNCIL AND JAPAN, PROPOSED THREE AMENDMENTS TO RECOMMENDATION 
WFC/L.30 ON FOOD AID. THE UNITED STATES DELEGATION WISHED TO 

GO ON RECORD AS ASSOCIATING ITSELF GENERALLY WITH THIS POSITION, 

AND STATED THAT IT WAS UNABLE TO ENTER INTO ANY COMMITMENT ON 
THE MANNER OF INCLUDING FOOD AID AS PART OF A NEW INTERNATIONAL 
GRAINS AGREEMENT, OR ON ANY QUANTIFICATION. THE MEETING INSTRUCTED 
THE RAPPORTEUR TO INCLUDE AS ORIGINALLY PROPOSED BY THE GROUP 
OF 77, THE VERSIONS PROPOSED BY THE UNITED KINGDOM, AND HIS OWN 
VERSION AS SUBMITTED TO THE PREPARATORY MEETING. ALL WOULD BE 
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IN SQUARE BRACKETS. 

1 12. THE RAPPORTEUR WAS AUTHORIZED TO FINALIZE DRAFT 
RECOMMENDATIONS ON INPUTS IN CONSULTATION WITH THE INFORMAL 
GROUP.... 

(MORE COMING) 
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GROUP 

113. DRAFT RECOMMENDATION WFC/L.27 ON THE ERADICATION OE 
HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION WAS HEAVILY CRITICIZED AS INADEQUATE, 

THE DELEGATION OF YUGOSLAVIA FORMALLY RESERVING ITS POSITION 
ON IT. A NUMBER OF OTHER DELEGATIONS STRESSED THAT IT SHOULD 

BE TREATED AS A FIRST ATTEMPT ONLY. THERE WAS GENERAL AGREEMENT 
THAT THE TEXT DID NOT PROVIDE A BASIS FOR MAKING THE ERADICATION 
OF HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION THE BASIC AND STRATEGIC THEME OE THE 
MANILA MEETING, AS THE MEETING HAD INTENDED. THE STRESS WAS 
ON NUTRITION RATHER THAN THE ELIMINATION OE HUNGER. THE TEXT 
OMITTED REFERENCE TO INCREASING FOOD PRODUCTION IN THE DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES, TO THE NEED FOR SOLUTIONS TO SOME BASIC ISSUES OF 
WORLD FOOD SECURITY, TO FOOD TRADE, FOOD AID, THE NEED FOR 
IMPROVED POLICIES AND IMPROVED STRUCTURES. THERE WERE NO 
INDICATIONS OF RELATIONSHIPS AND PRIORITIES. BEEORE THE TEXT 
REACHED THE LEVEL OF MINISTERS AND PLENIPOTENTIARIES, IT WOULD 
HAVE TO BE SUBSTANTIALLY IMPROVED. 

1 14. ONE DELEGATION SPOKE OF THE FRUSTRATIONS OF THE WEEK OF 
DISCUSSION. THE MEETING HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO EOCUS 

ITS EEFORTS, AND WAS TRANSMITTING CATCH-ALL RECOMMENDATIONS, 

THE LEVEL OF WHICH WAS FAR FROM MINISTERIAL. 

NEVERTHELESS, THIS DELEGATION WAS STILL OPTIMISTIC THAT 
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THE MANILA MEETING COULD BE USED AS A SPRINGBOARD FOR ITS 
GOVERNMENT'S DESIRE TO SET A NEW PATTERN OE RELATIONS AND 
TO INCREASE ITS OWN DEVELOPMENT EFFORT AND THAT OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. 

1 15. THE RAPPORTEUR, AT THE REQUEST OF A NUMBER OE 
COUNTRIES, EXPLAINED THAT THEY WERE OPTIMISTIC THAT THE 
FORTHCOMING MEETING OF THE CONEERENCE ON INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION (CIEC) WOULD YIELD POSITIVE RESULTS 
WHICH WOULD ENABLE MINISTERS TO MAKE A FUNDAMENTAL REVISION 

OF OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 4 OP THE DRAFT RECOMMENDATION, AT PRESENT 
IN SQUARE BRACKETS. 

1 16. AGENDA FOR THE SESSION AT MINISTER AND PLENIPOTENTIARY 
LEVEL, MANILA. THE MEETING AUTHORIZED THE RAPPORTEUR TO DRAW 
UP A DRAPT AGENDA IN CONSULTATION WITH THE INFORMAL GROUP. 

1 17. EXPRESSION OF APPRECIATION AND THANKS. THE MEETING AGREED 
THAT THE SESSION AT MINISTERIAL AND PLENIPOTENTIARY LEVEL WOULD 
WISH TO RECORD ITS APPRECIATION OF AND THANKS FOR THE ABLE 
LEADERSHIP WHICH ITS OUTGOING PRESIDENT, HIS EXCELLENCY MR. 

SAYED M. MAREI- WHO HAD ANNOUNCED THROUGH HIS REPRESENTATIVE, 
THE ACTING PRESIDENT, THAT HE WOULD NOT SEEK RE-ELECTION-HAD 
GIVEN THE COUNCIL OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS. 
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